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Akoko language 


North Akoko, usually abbreviated as Akoko and also known as 
Arigidi, is a dialect cluster spoken in Nigeria . It appears to form a 
branch of the "Yoruba-Edo-Akoko-Igbo" (yeai) group of Niger- 
Congo languages. It is spoken in the EGAs of Akoko North East , 
Akoko North West , Ekiti East , and Ijumu (Ethnologue). 
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Varieties 


Akokoid varieties include Arigidi, Enisii, Oyrn, IgaSr Ese, Uro, 
Ojg, Afa, 6ge, Ido, and Aje.^^^ 

Below is a list of Arigidi language names, populations, and locations 
from Blench (2019). 


(North) Akoko 

Arigidi 

Native to 

Nigeria 

Region 

Ondo State, 

Kogi State, Ekiti 
State 

Native speakers (48,000 cited 
1992)W 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic- 
Congo 


- Volta-Niger 


■ YEAI 


■ (North) 
Akoko 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

aqg 

Glottolog 

arigl246 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/arigl2 

46 





















Language 

Alternate 

spellings 

Own name for 
language 

Endonym(s) 

Other names 
(location-based) 

Speakers 

Location(s) 

Arigidi 

duster 






Ondo State, Akoko North LGA; 
Kwara State, Kogi LGA 

Afa 


Qwon Afa 

Afa 

Oke-Agbe 


Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Oke-Agbe town, Affa section 

Arigidi 



Arigidi 



Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Arigidi town 

Erusu 

Erusu, 

Erushu 


Erusu 



Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Erusu town 

Ese 


Qwon Ese 

Ese 

Aje, Oke-Agbe 


Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Oke-Agbe town, Ese section 

i 

Igasi 

Igashi, 

Igasi 

Qwon Igasi 

Igashi 


45,000 

(1986) 

Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Igasi town 

Oge 


Qwo Oge 

Oge 

Oke-Agbe 


Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Oke-Agbe town, Oge section 

Ojg 






Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Ajowa town 

Oyin 






Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Oyin-Akoko town 

Udo 

Ido 

1 

Qwpn Odd 


Oke-Agbe 


Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Oke-Agbe town, Udo section 

Uro 





3,000 

(1986) 

Ondo State, Akoko North LGA, 
Uro-Ajowa town 


Internal classification 


The internal classification of Akokoid language varieties is given by Fadoro (2010) 

Akokoid 

■ Arigidi 

■ Arigidi 

■ Erushu 

■ Owgn 

■ varieties in Oke Agbe 

■ Afa 

■ Aje 

■ Udo 

■ Oge 

■ varieties outside Oke Agbe 

■ Oyin 

■ Igashi 

■ Uro 


Arigidi and Erushu are mutually intelligible with each other; varieties spoken in Oke Agbe with each other; 
and varieties spoken outside Oke Agbe with each other. However, these three groups are not mutually 
intelligible with each other. 






Reconstructions 


The following list of Proto-Akokoid reconstructions is from Blench (n.d.) 


Gloss 

Proto-Akokoid 

head 

*ig[r[ 

hair 

*ic[r[ 

eye 

*[ju 

ear 

*ut6 

nose 

*uw3 

mouth 

*odbru 

tooth 

*epT 

tongue 

*[ri 

jaw 

*amgba 

chin 

*ul£, *olb 

beard 

*ile 

neck 

*bgugD 

breast 

*[kpD 

heart 

*£g£,*Dk3 

belly 

*igD 

stomach 


navel 

*[p3 

back 

*bsu 

arm, hand 

*uw3 

nail 

*igga 

buttocks 

*imb3 

penis 

*indu 

vagina 


thigh 

#koko 

leg 

*uhb 

knee 

*ig3 

body 

*iji 

skin 

*ala 

bone 

*[kpT 


See also 


List of Proto-Akokoid reconstructions (Wiktionary) 
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